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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
ASTROPHYSICAL OBSERVATORY 


SECTION OF UPPER ATMOSPHERE STUDIES 
IGY OPTICAL SATELLITE TRACKING PROGRAM 


GO GARDEN STREET 
CAMBRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS 
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13 May 1959 


Major Robert J. Friend 

Rie TwheGe 

Wright-Patterson Air Force Base 
P.O. Box 9457 

Dayton, Ohio 


Dear Major Friend: 


L think that you and your associates will be amused at 
this Flying Saucer story and of its explanation. I would suggest 
that fairly wide coverage be given this incident since it is a 
beaut. I like the idea about its "zooming off into the sky." I 
wish, however, that all of our cases could be so neatly solved! 


I will shortly submit my expenses incurred on the past 
trip and, as per your instructions, I will have the cost of the 
plane and my incidental expenses absorbed within the regular 
consulting fee. I'll have to remember this for my income tax 
records: otherwise I'll be paying tax on travel. However, [I 
think I can keep my records straight, if this is more helpful 
to you that way. You will hear from me in about a week on this 
matter. 


I thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity of giving the talk 
the other day and I am particularly glad we had a two-star General 
present. My only hope is that my rather definite insistence on 
"taking things more seriously," especially as to the Michele book, 
etc., was not taken in the wrong spirit. I believe we must take 
things seriously because the public Just does look toward the Air 
Force as the source of real authority and knowledze on these matters 
and if we are not aware of what's going on and of a proper scientific 
treatment of these things, we lay ourselves open to 2 great deal of 
criticism and, unfortunately, even ridicule. It is this that I had 
in mind when I stressed these points so strongly. You will be 
hearing from me. 


| | aN Sincerely, Ps 
he a L a a (A Ae cA 


ht hkur /Vy 


V3. wi J. Allen Hynek 
Pp uty Associate Director 
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THE OBSERVATORY 
OF THE 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 


25 March, 1959 


Dear Allen: 


Here is the flying saucer story I referred to in my last letter. 
Since you have been on an evaluation board, you may be amused. 


It is an interesting example of pretty objectgve observation by 
the people who thought they saw the saucer. They later even 
described the ringlike structure of telescope dish, which is 
covered only with a wide mesh, of course. «11 they described was 
acctrate, excent they mistook the turningg off of the lights midxotker 
and the small change in relative bearing (due to distamce of the 
telescope from the roed) for motion}! 


Sincerely, 
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1. The U of M &5* radio telescope is clearly visivle from North Territorial Rd, 


2. The top of Peach Mountain is “low in the sky.” 
3. At the time of observation (1:30 
horizon and illuminaced by the li 
fFloodlighe. 


a.m.) the dish was looking at the SW 
ght of a full (almost) moon and a 


4. The WUOM radio tower with its red aircraft warning lights is directly in 
line with the radio telescope as viewed frou the intersection of North 
Territorial and Dexter Town Hall roads. 


The dish was being rotated from the SW horizon to the zenith so chat an 
observer on the ground would see less and less of its surface and more 
£ its bird-cage-like under structure, 


—_— — 


6. When the dish reached the senith the floodlights were turned off, the 
dish “zoomed off into the aky,” and we went home. 


A.H.5B. 
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FINAL GALLEY PROOF 


Galley go—THE WORLD OF FLYING SAUCERS 

hovering in the sky south of the road. According to their report 
to the Air Force, the UFO was an elongated oval with a dome on 
top, something like a bird cage, and brilliantly iluminated by two 
shafts of intense pale-yellow light that sprang from the bottom and 
converged over the top. Frightened at this apparition, the witnesses 
could provide only uncertain estimates of distance and size. The 
object seemed to be twenty to thirty feet in diameter, was at an 
altitude of about 200 feet when first seen, and was hovering about 
two miles away. As they drove on, the object seemed to move 
and travel parallel with the car for about a mile. The the yellow 
lights dimmed and a circle of eight or ten red lights suddenly ap- 
peared on the underside, the UFO rose vertically, very rapidly, 
and vanished in a few seconds. It had been in view for a period 
of five to ten minutes. 

Checking the most probable explanations first, ATIC officials 
found that the nearby Willow Run Airport had had no aireraft in 
the vicinity at the time and that no star or planet seerned to be 
involved. Further investigation showed that the flying bird cage was 
actually the radio telescope of the University of Michigan. The 
telescope was installed on the top of Peach Mountain and was 
clearly visible from the read on which the witnesses were traveling. 
On the underside of the eightv-five-foot “dish” was a wire-mesh 
structure that suggested the bird cage. At the time of the sighting 
the dish was facing in the direction of the witnesses and was illumi- 
nated by a floodlight as well as by the bright moonlight. It had 
seemed to be following the car only because the car itself was mov- 
ing. The astronomers operating the telescope were rotating the dish 
from the horizon to the zenith, and the yellow lights dimmed he- 
cause the witnesses were seeing less and less of the surface. The 
“circle” of red lights was the red aircraft-warning lights on the 
WUOM radio tower, which lay in a direct line between the tele- 
scope and the witnesses. When the dish reached the zenith and 
was pointed to the sky overhead, the operating crew turned off 
the floodlights. The dish was no longer visible to the witnesses, who 
interpreted the sudden disappearance as a sudden vertical ascent 
into the sky [1]. 
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Michigan's Flying Bird Cage 


A UFO sighting based on mistaken identification of strange lights 
occurred in the early morning hours of March 22, 1939, near Ann 
Arbor, Michigan. The night was clear, the moon was nearly full, 
and visibility was unusually good. At about 1:30 A.wt. a man and 
his wife driving on a country road suddenly noticed a strange object 
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Ae DESCRIPTION OF OBJECT 
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1. UNKNOWN ~ 


| 2. 20-30 FT. IN DIAMETER 

| 3. SHINING, SILVERISH, FLASHING RED LIGHTS 
se OCE (1) 

5. N/A 

6, NONE. LOOKED LIKE A LIT-UP BIRD CAGE 

7. NONE. 


PAGE TWO RJEDBY 7 
| 9. LIT UP SURROUNDING AREA 
|B, DESCRIPTION OF COURSE OF OBJECT 
{, FOLLOWED CAR FOR ABOUT TWO (2) NILES 
| 2. VERY Low 
3. HIGH 
4. STRAIGHT AND LEVEL. THEN ZOOMED UP. 
5, CLIMBED RAPIDLY OUT OF SIGHT 
6. 2-3 MINUTES 
Cc, MANNER OF OBSERVATION 
1. VISUAL FROM GROUND. 
2. NONE. 
3. NONE, 
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225 MINUTES 
MANNER OF OBSERVATION 
VISUAL FROM GROUND 


NONE. 
NONE. | | 
TIME AND DATE OF SIGHTING | 
sevossoz 6 JO“ T= Orve ( 
NIGHT it 
LOCATION OF OBSERVATION © : 
ie 83 DEG 50 MIN, 42DEG 30MIN N 
2. 5 MILES NORTH OF ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN ey 


F. IDENTIFYING INFO OF ALL OBSERVERS 
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i. MR. & MRS. er DEZTER, MICHIGAN. AGES 23 & 20. | 
vets, 


iM ACE 35. eal 
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G. WEATHER AND WIND ALOFT CONDITIONS AT TIME OF SIGHTING 
1. CLEAR 
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50,000 270 DEG 20 } 
5, CLEAR i 
4. 45 MILES | 
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5 NONE 
© UNUSUAL ACTIVITY IN AREA 

Le NONE 

2. NONE 

1» DONE 

Le INTERCEPTION OR IDENTIFICATION OF ACTION TAKEN 
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G. WEATHER AND WIND ALOFT CONDITIONS AT TIME OF SIGHTING | 
1. CLEAR 

| 2. SURFACE NNW 15 KNOTS : 
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16,000 330 DEG LO ey , : 
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30,000 330 DEG 60 
50,000 280 DEG 40 
80,000 270 DEC 20 | | 

3. CLEAR 
4. 15 MILES | 
5. NONE | 


§ NONE 
ite UNUSUAL ACTIVITY IN AREA 
1. NONE 
2e NONE 
56 NONE 


I. INTERCEPTION OR IDENTIFICATION OF ACTION TAKEN 


NONE . 
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J. LOCATION OF “NOWN AIR TRAFFIC IN AREA AT TIME OF SIGHTING 
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v, POSITION/TITLE COMMENTS OF PREPARING OFFICER 

CONTROLLER, 3OTH AIR DIV (DEF) 
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1, AIRCRAFT WITH LANDING LIGHTS ON, 

L. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 
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UNCLASSIFIED/DI/S i94f82 REFERENCE YOUR MESSAGE AFCIN-uEue 


S<564-k, DATED 25 MAR 59, REPORTING OF UFO SIGH TING NORTH OF 


- 
= + - - * rt a = Iban + i. 


ANG ARBOR, MICH. SHAPE OF OBJECT YAS OVAL ELONGATED DONE 
SHAPED. ELEVATION, AZIMUTH WHEN FIRST SISHTED: APPROXIMATELY 
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1% FEET, HOVERING, WHEN LAST OBSERVED: 1@6 FEET, TRAVELING 
EAST FOR ONE HALF TO THREE QUARTERS OF A MILE TEEN STRAIGHT | 
OBERVERS WERE TRAVELING EAST ON NORTH TERRITORAL ROAD AT 

SPEED OF 45 MPH, OBSERVERS DID NOT COMPLETELY STOP, BUT REDUCED 
SPEED TO 19-15 MPH WHEN OBJECT APPEARED TO BE SETTLING ON Poap. 
SIZE REPORTED WAS ESTIMATE OF ACTUAL SIZE AS COMPARED TO WIDTH 
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SECURITY CLASSIFICATIV.« 


JOINT MESSAGEFORM 


UNG LASS A2 LED 
SPACE f BELOW PESERYED vi COMMUNICATION CENi ER 
a Sea. 5 = ; . [> he ee = a ie a he nie ee, 
0 2. 


PRECTOENCE TYPE MSG (Check) ACCOUNTING CLASSIFICATION 
ne 8 ee 2 ee = ee fe ey + = Hy . SYMBOL OF REFERENCE 
§ ACTION ROUTINE | 
ae Bae UNL: 


SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS — 


Arl¢, WP-AEB, OHTO 


30TH ALR - DIV, WILLOW RUN APS, MiIvd. (IEDC a) 


/UNCLASSIFIED/FROM: AFCIN-\ELg 4 -SE¥- 4 

REF MSG COC 247, DID 22 MAR 59, REPORTING AN UFO SIGiTING NORTH 

OF ANN ARBOR, MICH. WHAT WAS THE SHAPE OF THE OBJECT? WHAT WAS 

T4{E ELEVATION AND AZIMUTH O# OBJECT WHEN FIRST AND LAST OBSERVED? 

IN WAT DIRECTION, AND ON WHAT’ HIGIWAY WERE OBSERVERS TRAVELING? 

HOW FAST WERE OBSERVERS MOVING? DID OBSERVERS STOP DURING OB- 
SAVATIUN? WAS THE SIZE Ov THE OBJECT, AS REPORTED, AN ESTIMATE 


OF cutie SIZE? If NOT, HOW WAS THE SIZE DETERMINED? 
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GECURITY CLASSIFICATION 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Canta: il, 3 AF 
Assist ant hy am init ip: trative 
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FORM 17 3 REPLACES OD FORM 173, 1 OCT 49. WHICH WILL BE USEO UNTIL EXHAUSTED 
{MAY 63 5 


| / INCLASSIFIED/FROM: AFCINe]?: ‘bhe uml & we c/-£ 
| REY ORIG MSG COC 2h7, Di'D 22 MAR 59, AND MSG LI 19402, DTD 31 MAR 
59. INFO CONCERNING THIS SIGHTING IS STILL INSUFFICIENT IN NATURE 


| FOR THIS CEMTER TO MAKE A PROPER ANALYSIS. REQUEST TIE FOLLOWING 


| DURING ALL PHASES OF OBSERVATION. WHAT WAS THE DISTANCE BETWEEN 
OBJECT AND SOURCE? WHY DIDN'T SOURCE TRY ‘[0 GET CLOSER 70 THE 
OBJECT? I'TSAPPARENTLY DIDW'T FRIGHTEN THEM BECAUSE THEY SLOWED 


| THEIR CAR HEN THE OBJECT APPEARED TO BE SETTLING ON ROAD. DID 


POLAY, Bix Tid SOURVE? REQUEST ALL IiFO BE gig ON AN Ab 112. 
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SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 


UNCLA Solr LED 


pia ov ra j t ay / fl 7 


| PRECEDENCE | | ~ | ACCOUNTING | ORIG. OR REFERS TO CLASSIFICATION 
AGTION ROUTING cea < ymca [eee] SME DI 19402 AND o eeoees 
INFO| ee aa x AF COC 2h7 UNCL 
2 iS ra [re Fe Nags ] SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
ATIC ; OH 
TO “30TH A piv WILLOW RUN AFS, MICH j 


NA EO Bee 


TtO, AND ANY ADDITIONAL Ih®O, THAT MAY INDICATE THE CAUSE OF THE 
INCIDENT. REQUEST THIS OFFICE BE FURNISHED A MAP OF THE AREA 


CONCERNED SHOWING THE POSITION OF OBJHCY IN RELATION TO SOURCE 
SOURCE APPROACH OBJECT WHEN FIRST SIGHTED, OR DID OBJECT APPEAR, AND 
“Gol Gilbert Sibert 
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PD FORM 1 4 3 REPLACES OD FORM 1723, 1 OCT 49. WHICH WILL BE USED UNTIL EXHAUSTED 
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